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Orezone Essakane Project Debt Facility for US$250M
Appoints Mandated Lead Arrangers

January 7, 2008 — Orezone Resources Inc. (OZN: TSX, AMEX) is pleased to announce that it has appointed
UniCredit Group (HVB), and The Standard Bank of South Africa Ltd (Standard Bank) as the Mandated Lead
Arrangers (MLA’s) to arrange and underwrite up to US$250 million of project debt for Orezone’s Essakane
gold project in Burkina Faso, West Africa.

“This facility is a major step towards the development of the Essakane project and we are pleased to have
awarded this mandate in such a timely fashion to MLA’s that are noted for their extensive mining and
structured finance experience,” said Orezone CEO Ron Little.

UniCredit Group (HVB) is one of Europe’s largest financial institutions. For almost 20 years, HVB, as part of
the UniCredit Group, has been an active finance house catering to the needs of its diverse and broad client
base. With highly experienced industry specialists and regional coverage, the Group is well positioned to
provide solutions for its mining customers.

Standard Bank of South Africa is a financial services company with a global presence. It operates from 18
countries in Africa and in 20 countries on other continents, including the key financial centres of Europe,
the Americas and Asia. Standard Bank is the largest bank in Africa by market capitalization and was
awarded the title of Leading Project Finance Bank in Africa by Euromoney in 2007.

Auramet Trading, LLC has been acting as advisors to Orezone on the transaction. Any loans are subject to
satisfactory due diligence findings, sufficient equity capital being raised for the project, final credit
committee approval and other conditions precedent. This announcement does not constitute a firm
commitment by the aforementioned MLA’s to obtain or supply the resources necessary for such financing.
Future events and the actual financing, if any, as well as results, may differ materially from the events
described above.

Orezone is an explorer and emerging gold producer whose main asset is Essakane, the largest gold deposit
in Burkina Faso, West Africa. Essakane contains 4.0Moz of indicated resources and 1.3Moz of inferred
resources at a 0.5g/t cut-off. Reserves contained within a US$500 gold price mine plan are 2.65 Moz. The
deposit remains open and untested below 300m from surface and is surrounded by several satellites
deposits. Orezone has a pipeline of developing projects, all located in politically stable areas of West
Africa, one of the world’s fastest growing gold producing regions. Orezone’s mission is to create wealth by
discovering and developing the earth’s resources in an efficient and responsible manner.



For further information please contact Orezone at (613) 241-3699 or Toll Free: (888) 673-0663
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Statements relating to the anticipated use of proceeds are forward-looking statements within the meaning of the United States Private
Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995. These forward-looking statements are subject to a variety of risks and uncertainties which
could cause actual events or results to differ materially from those reflected in the forward-looking statements, including and other
risks and uncertainties, including those described in Orezone’s Annual Report on Form 40-F for the year ended December 31, 2006
and Reports on Form 6-K filed with or furnished to the Securities and Exchange Commission. Other risks include the inherent risks
involved in the exploration and development of mineral properties, the uncertainties involved in interpreting drilling results and other
geological data, fluctuating metal prices, the possibility of project cost overruns or unanticipated costs and expenses, uncertainties
relating to the availability and costs of financing needed in the future and other factors. The Company undertakes no obligation to
update forward-looking statements if circumstances or management's estimates or opinions should change. The reader is cautioned
not to place undue reliance on forward-looking statements.



